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Suntex Marina Acquires The Wharf in Marathon

Suntex Marina Investors, LLC announced the acquisition of The Wharf in Marathon in the Florida Keys 
and, after a significant investment, will re-launch the property as Ocean View Marina. The new acquisi-
tion establishes a significant foothold for Suntex in the Keys following the purchases of Faro Blanco, 
Caloosa Cove, and Garrison Bight within the past year.

The property features the newest dry storage facility in the Florida Keys, developed in 2021. After con-
struction is complete, Ocean View Marina will be a full-service marina, offering an easy access fuel dock, 
boat rentals, a ship’s store, and 165 racks with dry storage for up to 40-foot boats in two dry storage 
barns that are each covered on three sides.

Just one hour north of Key West and two hours south of Miami, it serves cruising clubs and yacht rendez-
vous. Located near the famous Seven Mile Bridge, it provides access to the waters of the Atlantic Ocean 
and the Gulf of Mexico for fishing, diving, and pleasure boating. Situated between Islamorada and Key 
West in the heart of the Keys, Ocean View Marina’s central location provides access to all the action and 
amenities that the area has to offer within a short distance such as dolphin experiences, museums, pri-
vate beaches, diving excursions, and restaurants.

Holden Beach Marina Sells to 
Confidential Buyer

The  Simply Marinas  team recently brokered the 
sale of  Holden Beach Marina  in Holden Beach, 
North Carolina. The team represented both the 
buyer and seller. The offering was confidential at 
the request of the seller. It went under agreement 
within weeks, before wider marketing, to a marina 
buyer in the Simply Marinas Network. 

The marina, located on North Carolina’s Intra-
coastal Waterway, offers quick, unencumbered ac-
cess to the Atlantic Ocean. It sits on approximately 
7.91 gross fee simple acres (2.65+/- acres upland 
& 5.26 acres wetland/marshland) and offers 254 
dry rack slips and 28+/- wet slips at near 100% oc-
cupancy with a waitlist. The new owner can benefit 
from incremental rate increases, as the facility is 
currently and historically at full occupancy. Con-
verting the open-air racks to covered or enclosed 
racks will bring an additional premium on rents. 

Additionally, a boat rental fleet can be introduced.
The full-service marina also features a parts and 
service department, along with a fuel dock, and a 
captain’s club.

Marine Travelift Launches 
Engineering Student Co-op 

Program

Marine Travelift, Inc. has partnered with the Resch 
School of Engineering at the University of Wiscon-
sin Green Bay to bring the first engineering co-op 
student to the company for a seven-month hands-
on experience. The company has found success 
with summer internships in the past within differ-
ent departments including accounting, marketing, 
engineering, purchasing, and also in the ware-
house and on our assembly floor.

“The biggest difference between an internship & a 
co-op is their duration. Students who participate 
in a co-op typically alternate semesters of academ-
ic study with longer periods of paid, full-time work. 
Internships, on the other hand, are typically short 
in duration” said Michelle Waldinger, Director of 
HR, Marine Travelift/ExacTech Inc.

Will Stuart of Peshtigo, WI, is the mechanical engi-

https://suntex.com/
https://www.simplymarinas.com/
https://www.facebook.com/HBMarina1
https://www.marinetravelift.com/
https://www.uwgb.edu/resch-school-of-engineering/
https://www.uwgb.edu/resch-school-of-engineering/
https://www.uwgb.edu/resch-school-of-engineering/
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neering major who was hired for this co-op oppor-
tunity which runs from June through December 
2022. Stuart has been able to apply several con-
cepts from his classroom study at UWGB to the 
design process at Marine Travelift. These include 
static equilibrium equations that were taught in 
Statics I, beam loading fundamentals, and shear/
moment diagrams from Statics I and Machine 
Component Design. In addition, SolidWorks is a 
large part of the design process at Marine Travelift, 
and in his class on Parametric Modeling at UWGB, 
Stuart had learned how to use this program.

This is the first engineering co-op for the UWGB 
campus.

Freedom Boat Club Expands in 
Chula Vista

Freedom Boat Club San Diego has expanded to its 
fifth location in Chula Vista on the San Diego Bay. 
The new location joins Freedom Boat Club San Di-
ego’s Oceanside, Bay Marina Cortez, Cabrillo Isle 
and Mission Bay Dana Landing locations. Chula 
Vista will open to the public on July 23, 2022.

Offering members a variety of vessels to choose 
from, such as Defiance and Cobia fishing boats 
and Bayliner bowriders, Freedom Boat Club San 
Diego’s Chula Vista location is based at the Safe 
Harbor South Bay Marina.

“Freedom Boat Club San Diego is excited to extend 
our offerings to the beautiful and expanding South 
Bay community,” said Dan Hasbrouck, president, 
Freedom Boat Club San Diego. “With many of our 
members living in the South Bay area, we wanted 
to provide a location that was more convenient. 
We believe that creating powerful life-long memo-
ries with friends and family on the water should be 
easy to access and hassle free.”

Chula Vista is the second largest city in the San Di-
ego metropolitan area and is located in the South 
Bay area, halfway between San Diego and Tijuana. 
San Diego Bay is a natural harbor and deepwater 

port located in San Diego County and is considered 
one of the best natural harbors on the west coast, 
spanning 34 miles of waterfront. The bay, which is 
12 miles long and 1-to-3 miles wide, is one of the 
protected natural bays on California’s 840-mile-
long coastline.

Cleanup Plan Being Developed 
Following Fire at Tracy Ferry 

Marina 

On July 3, a fire ripped through one of nine large 
docks at Tracy Ferry Marina on Lake Norfork [Ar-
kansas] destroying or heavily damaging most of 
the dock and about 26 boats. 

Seth Bemis, owner of the facility, said Wednes-
day that, except for the one dock involved in the 
fire, the marina is open and operating normally. 
He said many people have contacted him asking if 
the marina was closed, “but we are open and do-
ing business.” Because the dock that burned is in 
fragile condition, boaters are being asked to keep 
wakes down to a minimum. Bemis says “We are 
doing all we can to keep the dock floating and re-
ducing wake size will help us.”

The fire, ignited when a boat engine “exploded,” 
was fed by various materials including gasoline, 
oil and fiberglass from which many of the boats 
were built. The burning materials produced a large 
plume of black smoke.

It was a difficult fire to fight, but a bigger job is just 
now getting underway – cleaning up the aftermath 
of the fire in a way that will prevent further dam-
age to the waters of the lake. For more.

Mercury to Build Solar Facility in 
Wisconsin

Mercury Marine has entered a partnership to 
construct a solar-energy facility in Wisconsin that 
will offset 10 percent of its electricity usage at the 
company’s Fond du Lac campus.

https://www.freedomboatclub.com/
https://www.ktlo.com/2022/07/14/cleanup-plan-being-developed-following-fire-at-tracy-ferry-marina/
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The partnership with Alliant Energy will build the 
5-mW solar array on 32 acres in eastern Fond du Lac 
County, Mercury parent Brunswick Corp. said in a 
statement this morning.

“Our investment in this solar infrastructure, com-
bined with our other solar investments, will provide 
clean, renewable energy and propel us toward our 
goal to derive 50 percent of our electricity usage 
from renewable sources by the end of 2030,” said 
Mercury president Chris Drees.

The Ledgeview Solar Project, with a projected 
12,000 panels, requires review and approval by 
the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin. It is 
the first project in Alliant Energy’s Renewable En-
ergy Partner program.

Construction is scheduled to begin in spring 2023, 
and operations would begin next year in October. 
The contractor for development and construction 
is OneEnergy Renewables.

Decades-Old BIG Program Funds 
Boating Access

A federal program first championed by Boat Own-
ers Association of The United States (BoatUS) in 
1998, the Boating Infrastructure Grant (BIG) pro-
gram, has proven effective in attracting boaters 
and their spending dollars by providing safe, tran-
sient dockage.

With a coalition of partners, BoatUS secured initial 
authorization funding for the BIG program in 1998. 
Since then, BIG has provided $263 million for safe 
harbor facilities for transient boats greater than 
26 feet in length for stays of up to 15 days. The 
program supports infrastructure such as piers, 
breakwaters, floating docks, bulkheads, mooring 
buoys, day docks, dinghy docks, slips, bathrooms, 
showers, laundries, recycling stations, fuel docks, 
utilities, navigation aids, limited dredging and oth-
er services.

Marina Fueling Systems www.petroleummarineconstruction.com

Petroleum Marine Construction, LLC is a 
design/build firm located in Ft Lauderdale, 
Florida that provides design, consulting, 
engineering,construction and compliance  
services that are specific to the 
marine industry.  
As a company, we are dedicated to 
seeking continual improvement in the 
services we provide,and believe firmly in 
creating partnerships with every client 
affirming our commitment to each and 
every project. 

Our goal is provide a safe, efficient, and 
economical system for storing and 
dispensing the required quantity of fuel 
into specific watercraft.

Licensed and Insured;
Workers Compensation              
Longshoreman' s USLH
Pollution Liability
Professional Liability
General Liability        

120 E. Oakland Park Blvd Suite 105 Fort Lauderdale Florida 33334 
Phone (+1) 954.533.1119          Cell (+1) 561.248.0389 
email:  paul@petroleummarine.com

• 	Specializing in High Speed Fueling
•  Site Specific Design
•  Site Specific Flow Calculations

• State of Art Equipment
• State of the Art Construction
•  Over 40 years experience

https://images.saymedia-content.com/.image/cs_srgb/MTkxMTY4NDM4MTQ2NzA1MTMy/1_mercuryalliant.pdf
https://images.saymedia-content.com/.image/cs_srgb/MTkxMTY4NDM4MTQ2NzA1MTMy/1_mercuryalliant.pdf
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=boatus.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYm9hdHVzLmNvbS9Qcm9kdWN0cy1hbmQtU2VydmljZXMvTWVtYmVyc2hpcC9QbGFucw==&p=m&i=NjIyNzkyMGM0YWY2ZmIxMjMzZTI1ZjQ2&t=SFlJZFR0WER1bGF5b1dEamFmTzc5VUdtMStuYTlkZG9zT3puRTlId3c5cz0=&h=b63cba01c8e54e699c0c98e3556cccd1
http://www.petroleummarineconstruction.com
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Now funded by the Wildlife Sport Fish Restoration 
and Boating Trust Fund, BIG is managed by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service and administered locally 
through state boating agencies. Sport Fish Trust 
Fund monies come from taxes that boaters and 
anglers pay on motorboat fuel, fishing tackle and 
equipment, imported boats, and small engines.

BIG’s annual application deadline is typically in 
September. The application deadline for marinas, 
towns or boat clubs, however, varies from agency 
to agency, as do program requirements. A help-
ful applicant’s guide can be found at State’s Orga-
nization for Boating Access (SOBA). SOBA also of-
fers a contact list of state boating agency contacts.

Here’s a look at the Boating Infrastructure Grant 
(BIG) program by the numbers:

6,500+: The number of transient berths across the 
U.S. that the BIG program has created since its in-
ception in 1998. These benefit traveling boaters 
as well as economic development of local water-
fronts and communities.

$18 million: The amount of Boating Infrastructure 
Grant (BIG) funds announced March 30, 2022, to 
be provided to local governments, port agencies, 
public/private marinas and boat clubs in 20 states 
for the construction, renovation and maintenance 
of safe harborage for transient vessels. The next 
annual grant cycle for 2023 closes this fall.

426: The number of transient boat slips and berths 
that were funded in the 2022 BIG program “Tier 
2” level, which is designed for larger projects. This 
included approximately $15 million for 5,682 feet 
of side-tie transient docking space. “Tier 1” 2022 
grants provided nearly $3.4 million in funding 
for smaller projects in 19 states from Alabama to 
Washington.

20: The number of years that federal regulations 
require that a BIG project typically must be avail-

able to the public. This commitment to maintain 
the transient access for its useful life continues 
with the selling or transferring ownership of a BIG-
funded facility, which requires prior authorization. 
During that useful life period, reasonable public 
access at a BIG-funded facility must be maintained, 
along with BIG program signage indicating the 
funding source for the transient dockage. Facilities 
must be open during boating season — closing to 
the public for private events or not allowing tie-
ups isn’t permitted, nor is leasing to nontransient 
vessel operators or summer slip holders.

26: The target length in feet (and larger) of recre-
ational boats which the BIG program is designed 
to attract. This is about the size of a vessel with 
three key onboard amenities critical for overnight 
stays or cruises: 1. a cooking facility, 2. a sleeping 
facility, and 3. bathroom or “head.”

Outdoor Recreation Industry 
Launches Commission to Fight AIS

Members of the $689-billion outdoor recreation in-
dustry have established a blue-ribbon commission 
to stop and reverse the spread of aquatic invasive 
species in the U.S. The commission will convene 
leading biologists, environmentalists, policymak-
ers, and resource managers to assess existing mit-
igation efforts and identify more effective eradica-
tion solutions. Findings from the analysis will be 
presented to Congress and the administration in 
2023, with the goal of passing comprehensive leg-
islation to better manage and eliminate aquatic in-
vasive species.

  Aquatic invasive species are spreading at levels 
that are unsustainable for the waterways where 
they have been introduced, posing a growing 
threat to aquatic ecosystems, local economies, 
and outdoor recreation opportunities across the 
country. Currently, the cost to control and eradi-
cate these invasives in the U.S. amounts to more 
than $100 billion each year. For decades, a patch-
work of federal and state initiatives has failed to 
address this crisis.

https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=sobaus.org&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9zb2JhdXMub3JnL21lbWJlcnNoaXA4NzIyNzAvcHVibGljYXRpb25z&p=m&i=NjIyNzkyMGM0YWY2ZmIxMjMzZTI1ZjQ2&t=L0pxVzVMSnFITDdmV08wSUw5YVFMK3hkcWFXOXJGRnpzQXNHYkxPUkFGaz0=&h=b63cba01c8e54e699c0c98e3556cccd1
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=sobaus.org&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9zb2JhdXMub3JnL21lbWJlcnNoaXA4NzIyNzAvcHVibGljYXRpb25z&p=m&i=NjIyNzkyMGM0YWY2ZmIxMjMzZTI1ZjQ2&t=L0pxVzVMSnFITDdmV08wSUw5YVFMK3hkcWFXOXJGRnpzQXNHYkxPUkFGaz0=&h=b63cba01c8e54e699c0c98e3556cccd1
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=sobaus.org&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9zb2JhdXMub3JnL21lbWJlcnNoaXA4NzIyNzAvY29udGFjdHM=&p=m&i=NjIyNzkyMGM0YWY2ZmIxMjMzZTI1ZjQ2&t=eHVpc3d0THBXYnc2ZW1BYnE3dkk5bVUrTFZqNUl3K0JUU2tpQ0w5VHRtST0=&h=b63cba01c8e54e699c0c98e3556cccd1
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=fws.gov&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZndzLmdvdi9wcmVzcy1yZWxlYXNlLzIwMjItMDMvMjAtc3RhdGVzLXNoYXJlLW1vcmUtMTgtbWlsbGlvbi11cy1maXNoLWFuZC13aWxkbGlmZS1zZXJ2aWNlLWdyYW50cw==&p=m&i=NjIyNzkyMGM0YWY2ZmIxMjMzZTI1ZjQ2&t=Y3d1NW1oQ21veWhGcVZYbGcxNENOY0l4WmZTRC9QS05LeVFsVHlNazRlOD0=&h=b63cba01c8e54e699c0c98e3556cccd1
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=fws.gov&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZndzLmdvdi9wcmVzcy1yZWxlYXNlLzIwMjItMDMvMjAtc3RhdGVzLXNoYXJlLW1vcmUtMTgtbWlsbGlvbi11cy1maXNoLWFuZC13aWxkbGlmZS1zZXJ2aWNlLWdyYW50cw==&p=m&i=NjIyNzkyMGM0YWY2ZmIxMjMzZTI1ZjQ2&t=Y3d1NW1oQ21veWhGcVZYbGcxNENOY0l4WmZTRC9QS05LeVFsVHlNazRlOD0=&h=b63cba01c8e54e699c0c98e3556cccd1
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Become a Certified Marina Manager (CMM) 
or Certified Marina Operator (CMO)

CMM/CMO
Certified Marina Managers (CMM) and Certified Marina Operators (CMO) are marina professionals who have 
completed an extensive training and certification process through the globally recognized International Marina 
Institute (IMI) and embrace the continuance of education and training for themselves and those who work within 
the marina industry.

How do I become a CMM or CMO?
Step 1

Attend the Intermediate Marina Management Course (IMM). This course focuses on marina operations, 
policies, and procedures. Marina-man-agement pros offer their expert thinking about business issues and 
challenges throughout the industry.   

Topics include marina-law risk and liabilities, fire and emergency-response planning, environmental 
management, health and safety compliance, and personal self improvement skills

*Must have one year of marina management experience to attend.

Step 2

Attend the Advance Marina Management Course (AMM). Through small groups, interactive workshops, 
and specific case studies, the AMM course examines such topics as profit-center management, regulations and 
permit-ting, operations, marina law, human resource management, risk management and loss control, 
improving the quality and value of services, policy and procedure manuals, business strategy and financial 
management, marketing, promotion, and pricing.

The AMM offers its graduates a national and international business perspec-tive on management issues, and a 
long-term network of international con-tacts to rely on in the future.  

*Must have three years of marina management experience and attended IMM Course.

Step 3

Upon completion of the IMM and AMM courses you then apply for the certification that you qualify for, CMM 
or CMO.

http://www.leisurepropertiesgroup.com
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     Legislation &     Legislation &
          Partnerships          Partnerships

AMI Hosts Third Clean and 
Resilient Marina Training Course 

at Sunnyside Marina

This month, the Association of Marina Industries 
had another ten marina managers complete the 
Clean and Resilient Marina Training Course in Still-
water, MN. Thank you to Sunnyside Marina, the 
Midwest Marina Association, and Minnesota Clean 
Marina for supporting the training event. AMI held 
this two-and-a-half-day course at Sunnyside Mari-
na on the banks of the St. Croix River and covered 

topics like stormwater management, oil pollution, 
clean marina design, and much more.

As an AMI Staff Member and co-development co-
ordinator of the new program, I have been able to 
sit in on each of the three trainings since March 
of 2022. It is no doubt that the course material is 
growing. Each of our expert instructors are hon-
ing their craft, learning what is most important to 
marina managers in starting (or continuing) their 
clean marina journey. 

I have also noticed that those taking the course 

By Eric KretschBy Eric Kretsch

Legislation & Partnerships continued on Page 11

https://www.lakenan.com/
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By attending AMI’s training, those in attendance 
have access to AMI’s Clean and Resilient Marina 
Verification system. This system lets a marina 
manager or professional self-certify and AMI to 
remotely verify their marina as Clean and Re-
silient. AMI hopes to have twenty marinas veri-
fied as clean marinas by the end of the year.  
 
AMI’s Clean and Resilient Marina Course will be re-
turning in Fall 2022.

truly care about their marina’s impact and role in 
the environment. One manager said something 
poignant to me; she does not understand why we 
talk about clean marina management practices as 
“Clean Marina Best Management Practices”; she 
felt that these should really just be “Marina Best 
Management Practices.” She said that the prac-
tices taught in AMI’s course really should be the 
standard operating procedure nationwide. 

This is something that AMI believes strongly in, 
too – that clean marina practices are hand-in-hand 
with positive customer experiences.

The ten marina managers can now use AMI’s Clean and Resilient Marina Verification system to self-certify 
their marinas as Clean and Resilient. 
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Maryland DNR Secretary’s 
Message Focuses on Waterways 
Improvement and Clean Marina

Fifty-six years ago, Maryland’s Waterway Improve-
ment Fund  was established to fund waterway 
improvements, promote recreational and com-
mercial boating, and improve the safety and navi-
gation of Maryland’s waterways for the benefit of 
the general boating public. 

Since its inception this important program has 
provided more than $300 million in funding for 
4,500 projects at public boating access sites across 
Maryland. If you use a publicly owned boat ramp 
or marina in our state, there is a good chance that 
it was funded and is maintained with funding from 
this program.

For Fiscal Year 2023, our department is continuing 
this legacy by awarding $13.5 million in Waterway 
Improvement Fund grants to 45 applicants state-
wide, supporting efforts that include new public 
boating access points; dredging of navigable wa-
terways; and emergency vessels and equipment 
for local first responders.

In addition to infrastructure, great boating relies 
on great water quality. One of our key goals for 
Bay restoration is removal of nutrients pollution 

and sediment from the water. Despite weather 
and other challenges, we are pleased to report 
that long-term monitoring by our department has 
identified reductions in polluted runoff entering 
the Bay. Also, for the third year in a row, research-
ers from the University of Maryland Center for 
Environment and Society, University of Michigan, 
and the U.S. Geological Survey are predicting the 
Chesapeake Bay will experience a  13% smaller 
dead zone than the long-term average, measured 
since 1985.  DNR monitors hypoxia every sum-
mer  and our regular reports will begin later this 
month, so we will be able to track if this positive 
prognosis holds through the year. This is all posi-
tive news, but we must continue our efforts to 
maintain progress.

The  Chesapeake and Atlantic Coastal Bays Trust 
Fund  is one of the most important water quality 
financing programs in the Chesapeake Bay water-
shed. This program allows us to identify the most 
meaningful and cost-effective projects in commu-
nities across Maryland to improve water quality 
and meet our Bay restoration goals.

We are grateful for Governor Larry Hogan’s con-
tinued leadership in fully funding the Trust Fund 
and for recently approving $18.8 million in grants. 
The projects awarded this funding round will ben-
efit local waterways and the Chesapeake Bay by 

Clean Marina & Environmental News continued on Page 11

https://news.maryland.gov/dnr/tag/waterway-improvement-fund/
https://news.maryland.gov/dnr/tag/waterway-improvement-fund/
https://news.maryland.gov/dnr/2022/06/13/maryland-waterway-improvement-fund-awards-13-5-million-for-fy2023/
https://news.maryland.gov/dnr/2022/06/13/maryland-waterway-improvement-fund-awards-13-5-million-for-fy2023/
https://www.chesapeakebay.net/news/blog/bays_dead_zone_is_predicted_to_be_13_smaller_this_summer
https://www.chesapeakebay.net/news/blog/bays_dead_zone_is_predicted_to_be_13_smaller_this_summer
https://dnr.maryland.gov/waters/bay/pages/hypoxia-reports.aspx
https://dnr.maryland.gov/waters/bay/pages/hypoxia-reports.aspx
https://dnr.maryland.gov/ccs/pages/funding/trust-fund.aspx
https://dnr.maryland.gov/ccs/pages/funding/trust-fund.aspx
https://news.maryland.gov/dnr/2022/07/11/governor-hogan-announces-18-8-million-for-chesapeake-bay-restoration-projects/
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Upgrades at Chestertown Marina were funded by the Waterway Improvement 
Fund. Credit: Stephen Badger / Maryland Department of Natural Resources

removing more 
than 41,083 pounds 
of nitrogen, 4,332 
pounds of phospho-
rus, and 7,967 tons 
of suspended solids.

In addition to our 
state efforts, Mary-
land’s marina opera-
tors play an impor-
tant role through 
participation in the 
state’s Clean Marina 
Program,  a volun-
tary program of pol-
lution prevention 
practices for boaters 
and marine facili-
ties. Last year, 106 
marinas enrolled in 
DNR’s  Pumpout Op-
erations and Mainte-
nance Program which assists in keeping stations 
operational and available to the boating public.

These are great examples of how Maryland is en-
hancing outdoor recreation while also protecting 
our natural resources. The improving trends show 
that our continued efforts and investments are 

paying dividends for current and future genera-
tions to enjoy our treasured Chesapeake Bay. We 
would like to thank Maryland’s waterway users, 
our marine industry partners, and our local com-
munities for doing their part and supporting prac-
tices that protect our waters! 

https://dnr.maryland.gov/boating/Pages/cleanmarina/home.aspx
https://dnr.maryland.gov/boating/Pages/cleanmarina/home.aspx
https://dnr.maryland.gov/boating/Pages/cleanmarina/home.aspx
https://dnr.maryland.gov/boating/Pages/pumpout/home.aspx
https://dnr.maryland.gov/boating/Pages/pumpout/home.aspx
https://dnr.maryland.gov/boating/Pages/pumpout/home.aspx
https://dnr.maryland.gov/boating/Pages/pumpout/home.aspx
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Around The WorldAround The World
Island Global Yachting, Ocean 

Capital Partners and Grupo 
Empresas Matutes Launch New 

Superyacht Marina in Ibiza

Following a highly competitive tender process, a 
consortium comprising Ocean Capital Partners, Is-
land Global Yachting and Grupo Empresas Matutes 
have signed a temporary concession agreement to 
operate a superyacht marina in the Port of Ibiza, 
Spain, which will be branded IGY Ibiza Marina.

Welcoming yachts this summer, the marina will 
provide select services to vessels between 20-120 
meters. Post-summer plans for the marina incor-
porate adding superyacht power up to 1600A, fi-
ber internet, CCTV, crew facilities, modern marina 
office, boutique retail, and full concierge services. 
The marina will be one of the only locations in 
the Balearics where large yachts can conveniently 
berth alongside a quay wall.

IGY Ibiza Marina is located 10 minutes from Ibiza’s 
international airport in the Port of Ibiza at the foot 
of the Old Town, a World Heritage Site. Marina 
guests have access to fine dining, shopping, and 
Ibiza’s world-famous nightlife and entertainment. 
Ibiza is home to a trendsetting entertainment 

scene and a variety of not to be missed activity 
that draws celebrities and A-listers from around 
the world.

With the addition of a key port in the Balearics 
and the recent launch of the IGY Trident Collective 
(IGY’s exclusive invitation-only superyacht mem-
bership program) the company is further solidify-
ing its unique position as the only superyacht net-
work offering guaranteed berthing in the world’s 
most desirable yachting destinations.

IGY and OCP have been strategic partners since 
2019, when the two firms won a concession to de-
velop and operate a superyacht marina in Malaga, 
southern Spain. For the Ibiza project, Grupo Em-
presas Matutes adds a wealth of local expertise as 
the leading hospitality group on the island.

“Ibiza is a marquis yachting haven that perfectly 
integrates with the goal of IGY Trident to seam-
lessly connect the world’s most enticing yachting 
destinations by offering certainty on a global scale 
through guaranteed dockage across our indus-
try leading marina network.   The addition of this 
destination provides superyacht owners, charter 
guests and captains unrivalled destination service 
and convenience,” states Tom Mukamal, CEO of 
IGY Marinas. “IGY is thankful for the confidence 
expressed by the Port Authority of the Balearic Is-

Around the World continued on Page 13
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lands in awarding us the opportunity to enhance 
and promote this amazing superyacht destination 
to the international market,” Mukamal adds.

“We believe Ibiza will benefit greatly as a desti-
nation for luxury travel with the addition of this 
state-of-the-art superyacht marina, says Jose Luis 
Almazán, Chief Executive Officer of Ocean Capital 

Partners. “IGY brings a wealth of experience and 
international vision of a global industry leader, the 
Matutes Companies adds local expertise, adding 
to OCP’s end-to-end capacities with Spanish ports 
and marinas.”

With the Mediterranean high season approaching 
and the growing scarcity of berths for superyachts 
– contact IGY Ibiza Marina today to reserve your 
berth – Ibiza@IGYMarinas.com.

Around the World continued from Page 13
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News From WashingtonNews From Washington
  

Boating Community Backed 
Wakesurfing Legislation Becomes 

Law in Tennessee

Last week, representatives from the recreational 
boating industry – including NMMA, the Water 
Sports Industry Association (WSIA), HeyDay, In-
dmar Marine Engines, and MasterCraft – joined 
Tennessee Governor Bill Lee for an official signing 
ceremony of the industry-backed model wakesurf-
ing and wakeboarding legislation. The new law en-
tered into force on July 1, 2022, and marks the first 
state to adopt the industry’s model legislation.

Sponsored by Senator Ken Yager and Represen-
tative Dennis Powers, the bill enhances safety re-
quirements for those engaging in wakesurfing and 
wakeboarding by:

• Requiring operators to stay at least 200 feet 
away from all shorelines, docks, piers, or 
other structures. This means that a channel 
needs to be at least 400 feet in total width to 
be considered an appropriate area for these 
activities.

• Riders engaging in towed watersports must 
wear a U.S. Coast Guard-approved life jacket.

• Prohibits wakesurfing and wakeboarding be-
tween the hours of sunset and sunrise.

• Prohibits wakesurfing from a boat with an 
exposed (beyond boarding platform) propel-
ler.

• Prohibits wakesurfing and wakeboarding on 
a body of water less than fifty (50) acres in 
size.

“We appreciate the leadership of Governor Lee 
and the Tennessee General Assembly in passing 
this legislation,” said Lee Gatts, director of govern-
ment affairs for WSIA. “This commonsense legisla-

tion enhances safety and maintains the ability for 
every user group to share the states’ waterways 
while alleviating environmental impact concerns.”
“This is a big victory for all Tennesseans who enjoy 
being on the water as is the product of our partner-
ship with WSIA, the Marine Retailers Association of 
the Americas, and many other boating community 
stakeholders,” said Ben Murray, NMMA manager 
of Southeast policy and engagement. “We thank 
Governor Lee, Senator Yager, and Representative 
Powers for making Tennessee the first state with 
this important legislation on its books and look 
forward to working with our industry partners to 
add more states to the list in the days ahead.”

For additional information or questions, please 
contact Lee Gatts at Lee@wsia.net or Ben Murray 
at bmurray@nmma.org.

Photo Caption (Left to Right): Ben Murray (NMMA), 
Senator Ken Yager, Keisha Bentley Spicer (Hey-
Day), Collett Mazula (MasterCraft), Natalie Carrera 
(Indmar Marine Engines), and Lee Gatts (WSIA) join 
Governor Bill Lee (seated) as he signs the industry 
model legislation into law.  

Florida State Representatives 
Tom Leek and Bobby Payne Visits 

Everglades Boats

State Representative Tom Leek (F-25) and State 
Representative Bobby Payne (F-19) recently vis-
ited the Everglades Boats facilities in Edgewater, 
Florida. The tour, as apart of NMMA’s advocacy ef-
forts and engagement, showcased Everglades’ two 
facilities and highlighted the economic impact rec-
reational boating has in the state of Florida. The 
two facilities have a combined total of over 300 
employees.

News from Washington continued on Page 15
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News from Washington continued from Page 16

During the visit, Representatives Leek and Payne 
met with Everglades leadership, toured the plants, 
and met employees to learn about company op-
erations and discuss industry priorities. Topics 
of discussion included workforce development, 
industry-education partnership, and industry eco-
nomic impact.

Ben Cast, President and Chief Operating Officer 
at Everglades, thanked Representatives Leek and 
Payne for visiting Everglades, “Thank you to Rep. 
Leek and Rep. Payne for touring our facilities last 
week. We greatly appreciate their commitment to 
learning more about the recreational boating in-
dustry and our impact on local job opportunities 
within the Edgewater community and surrounding 
areas. We look forward to working with these leg-
islators on providing a pipeline of employees into 
marine manufacturing through technical educa-
tion and better awareness of the life-long benefits 
of local manufacturing.”

If you have questions or are interested in sched-
uling a facility visit with your state legislators or 
members of Congress, please contact NMMA vice 
president of state government affairs, David Dick-
erson, at ddickerson@nmma.org or NMMA man-
ager of Southeast policy and engagement, Ben 
Murray at bmurray@nmma.org.

U.S. Senate Advances Critical 
Semiconductor Chip Legislation 

Aimed at Boosting Domestic 
Manufacturing

The U.S. Senate this week voted to move ahead leg-
islation which would provide billions of dollars in 
subsidies and tax credits for the semiconductor in-
dustry, a major priority for the recreational boating 
industry as boat makers across the country have 
been impacted by the ongoing chip shortage.
 

Reuters reports “the measure includes about $54 
billion in subsidies for U.S. semiconductor compa-
nies, as well as a new, four-year 25% tax credit to 
encourage companies to build plants in the Unit-
ed States. The tax credit is estimated to be worth 
about $24 billion.”
 
In a 64-34 procedural vote, the path is now cleared 
for the full Senate and House of Representatives 
to vote on the legislation by the end of next week, 
just before Congress adjourns for its annual Au-
gust recess.
 
“We applaud the U.S. Senate for acting in a biparti-
san manner to advance a measure bolstering do-
mestic production of semiconductors – an essen-
tial component of every motorized recreational 
boat,” said Frank Hugelmeyer, president of the Na-
tional Marine Manufacturers Association (NMMA). 
“We will continue advocating for Congress to pass 
provisions from the comprehensive China compe-
tition package in subsequent legislation, specifi-
cally, reinstating the exclusion process for Section 
301 tariffs and allowing businesses to fully deduct 
their research and development expenses in the 
same year they are incurred.”
 
“We cannot let perfect be the enemy of good when 
our economic health and national security is on the 
line, and the CHIPS Act will benefit virtually every 
segment of the economy – including thousands of 
small businesses which comprise the recreational 
boating industry. We encourage Congress to send 
this vital legislation to President Biden before sum-
mer recess.”
 
NMMA will continue to monitor the situation and 
provide updates as they occur. For questions or 
additional information, please contact Clay Crab-
tree, director of federal government relations, at 
ccrabtree@nmma.org.

News from Washington continued on Page 16
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News from Washington continued from Page 15

White House Announces Revival 
of Federal Interagency Council on 

Outdoor Recreation to Support 
$689 Billion Outdoor Recreation 

Economy

The Biden Administration announced  last 
week  the re-establishment of the Federal In-
teragency Council on Outdoor Recreation (FI-
COR), an interagency effort that will work to 
create more safe, affordable, and equitable 
opportunities for Americans to get outdoors. 
 
NMMA president Frank Hugelmeyer and chairman 
of ORR attended the White House ceremony an-
nouncing the revival of FICOR, alongside Outdoor 
Recreation Roundtable president Jessica Turner as 
well as leaders from the Departments of Agricul-
ture, Commerce, and Interior, as well as the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers.
 
FICOR includes leaders from the Departments of 
the Interior, Agriculture, Commerce, and Defense 
and will focus on improving access to nature, ex-
panding outdoor recreation opportunities, and 
providing the public with improved and more af-
fordable experiences on America’s public lands 
and waters.
 
“With multiple federal agencies responsible for 
our nation’s outdoor recreation sites, reviving FI-
COR to streamline and improve the management 
of our public lands and waters is a commonsense 
solution and we thank President Biden and his 
administration for taking this action,”  said Frank 
Hugelmeyer, president of the National Marine 
Manufacturers Association (NMMA) and chairman 
of ORR. “As more Americans continue to gravitate 
toward outdoor recreation as their primary means 
of rest and relaxation, it is imperative for Congress 

to ensure this council’s vital work is not interrupt-
ed under future administrations by enshrining FI-
COR in law.”
 
“Solidifying FICOR could not have come at a better 
time to support America’s public lands, waters, and 
$689 billion outdoor recreation economy,”  said 
Jessica Turner, president of Outdoor Recreation 
Roundtable. 

“It is critical that federal land and water manage-
ment agencies work together to address impor-
tant recreation issues around funding, overcrowd-
ing, and climate resiliency, as well as coordinate 
on the implementation of newly passed measures 
that will address the maintenance backlog, infra-
structure priorities, and distribution of Land and 
Water Conservation Fund dollars. ORR and its 
members are ready to partner however we can on 
solving these challenges together, as well as col-
lectively approaching the many opportunities that 
are ahead to help everyone access the outdoors 
and protect our natural resources.”
 
FICOR was originally developed under the Obama 
Administration in 2011 and provided a forum for 
federal agencies to coordinate recreation man-
agement, improve access, and provide a better 
recreation experience on federally managed lands 
and waters.
 
FICOR will continue its work on coordination of 
management policies to provide the public numer-
ous recreation opportunities and help traditionally 
underserved communities access public lands and 
waters and the benefits of getting outside.
 
 
All of this will support America’s $689 billion out-
door recreation economy, which supports over 4.3 
million American jobs – or 3 percent of the Ameri-
can workforce – and the health and social benefits 
that come with this lucrative economic driver.
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Kayce Cashill-Florio
AMI Conference and Expo Coordinator

(401) 682-7334
imbc@marinaassociation.org

Eric Kretsch
Legislative and Outreach Coordinator

(202) 350-9623
ekretsch@marinaassociation.org

Merritt Alves
International Marina Institute (IMI)

Education & Training Programs
(401) 247-0314

imitraining@marinaassociation.org

Merritt Alves
AMI Membership Coordinator

Phone: (866) 367-6622
Fax: (401) 247-0074

malves@marinaassociation.org

AMI
50 Water Street

Warren, RI 02885
www.marinaassociation.org

Toll free: (866) 367-6622
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